


ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

4 Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  

  

11 Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting, by Zoom, 7.30pm 
ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

18 Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week. 
   

25 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.

The Mass obligation remains suspended. 
 

Not only are you not required to attend Mass,  
you should not do so, if: you have Covid symptoms, or: 
you are told to shield or advised or requested to avoid contact with 
others.  If you are so advised, it is because additional medical 
resources would need to be allocated to you if you become ill and 
the selfishness of you failing to follow the request means that 
medics and others have to put themselves at risk to care for you.   
 

Remember that even when the obligation does return, you are only 
obliged to hear Mass offered and not to receive Communion.  You 
should receive Communion three times a year, one of which should 
be Easter.  But at present, all your obligations are suspended.   
 

Access to the church remains restricted and you must not attempt 
to enter any part of the building except the nave and even then 
only for advertised public worship unless authorized in advance by 
the vicar.  There are no exceptions to this rule: it is the law!   
 

Thank you to everyone who is helping us in these challenging times 
to obey the law and still worship freely.   



The hall & toilets  

remain closed for the moment.   
Even if you have keys, you may not access any part of the 

building for the moment, except as part of public worship 

in the nave of the church. 

A face-covering is required at 
Public Worship unless you are 
exempt, as defined by law.   

A face-covering, or mask, must 
be sealed above the nose, below 
the mouth and the sides.  

A visor may be worn by someone who is exempt but is not a 
substitute for a face-covering for anyone who is not exempt.   

Face-coverings Compulsory  

for all Servces in Churches 

All Souls Day 
It is likely that for All Souls Day 2020 we will have a said Mass at 12 
noon and a sung Mass at 7.30pm.  Rather than invite family 
members of the past year’s funerals to the evening Mass, we will 
have a time in the afternoon when they can come into church to 
pray and light a candle.  We would hope to restore our usual 
pattern for 2021, but of course we will be guided by the regulations 
then in force.   





The 2020 
Annual Meeting  
of Parishioners 

which elects our 
Churchwardens 

and the separate 
Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting 

which transacts business 
relating to our Parochial 

Church Council 

will be held on  
Wednesday  
14th October 

beginning at 7.30pm 
via Zoom 

 
Zoom is a free service 
which you can access 
from a computer, tablet 
or smartphone and you 
do not have to have a 
Zoom account to join in.   

The Annual Meeting of 
Parishioners elects our 
churchwardens and any 
member of the parish is 
welcome to attend and 
vote.  A ‘member’ in this 
context is someone who 
lives in the parish or 
who is on the church’s 
electoral roll.  To attend 
and vote at the Annual 
Pa ro ch i a l  Church 
Meeting, you must be on 
the church electoral roll.   
 
The meeting will be 
shortened this year as we 
will only transact the 
business which legally 
we must, this includes 
approving accounts and 
electing PCC members. 

The Zoom login details are either: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81105296920?

pwd=aTlqeTF2eVo1WTN4NVFPcHJZUTlyUT09 
or 

Meeting ID: 811 0529 6920 
Passcode: APCM2020  



Collect all your 
belongings: coat, 

bags, etc so you 
1 

2 
Go to the hand sanitizer station by the 
pillar and receive one squirt of sanitizer. 

3 
Move to the lectern, where the strip of fabric hangs, and rub 
your hands together until the sanitizer has gone.  Don’t worry 
if it takes a long time, just keep going till your hands are dry!   

4 
Move to where the priest is standing: he will give you the Host: 
he won’t say anything and you won’t say anything.  Move 
then to the statue of Our Lady. 

5 Once at the statue of Our Lady, you can consume the Host. 

6 
As soon as you have consumed the Host, go to the main door, 
sanitize your hands and go straight out to the car park.  

We are administering 
Communion in a 
rather different way 
from usual, so that we 
keep people safe.   
 

The main point is that 
you receive your 
Communion and 
leave, don’t go back to 
your seat.   
 

It may look a bit 
complicated but in 
fact it’s fairly easy to 
follow and we’ll soon 
get into the habit.   

don’t return to your seat.  
Then remove your mask.   



The Parochial Church Council (PCC) will meet on 
 Weds 2nd December 2020 & Weds 3rd February 2021 

via Zoom at 7.30pm 

All services in church and the churchyard are 
currently subject to an attendance limit of 30. 
Our present Sunday pattern is: 
4.30pm, Saturday: Children’s Mass, First Mass of the Sunday 
Adults are welcome, but the focus is on our young people! 
 

11am, Sunday: Parish Mass 
With music accompaniment. 
 

4.30pm, Sunday: Parish Mass 
A quiet and reflective unaccompanied Sunday afternoon Mass. 
You can reserve your place for these Masses any time from the 
Wednesday before by phone, text, email or Facebook message.   



An epistle is a letter but often 
it’s a letter which sets out to 
teach or instruct.  The New 
Testament has the four Gospels, 
then the Acts of the Apostles 
and at the end the Book of the 
Apocalypse.  Between Acts and 
the Apocalypse are the letters, 13 
of which are attributed to St 
Paul and seven are described as 
Catholic or Universal (or even 
General) epistles.   
 
The letters attributed to St Paul 
are: Romans, 1Corinthians, 2 
Cor in th ians ,  Ga l a t i ans , 
Ephes ians ,  Ph i l ipp ians , 
Colossians, 1Thessalonians, 2 
Thessalonians, 1Timothy, 
2Timothy, Titus and Philemon. 
 
The Catholic epistles are 
Hebrews, James, 1Peter, 2Peter, 
1John, 2John, 3John and Jude. 
 
It used to be thought that 
Hebrews was written by St Paul 
but doubts were being 
expressed about this in the 
fourth century and since the 
sixteenth century Paul’s 
authorship has become less 
widespread and is presently 
almost entirely discounted.   
 
Currently, many scholars will 
say that Paul wrote Romans, 
both Corinthians, Galatians, 
Philippians, 1Thessalonians and 

Philemon.  Some will say that 
Ephesians, 1 and 2Timothy and 
Titus were knowingly falsely 
attributed to Paul to provide a 
status they would otherwise 
lack and 2Thessalonians and 
Colossians are often said to 
have been written with 
assistance and so bear the style 
and the agenda of someone 
other than Paul, perhaps a 
secretary or scribe employed by 
the saint.  In this case, the 
finished article would owe 
more to the writer than to Paul 
as the reflections would have 
been shaped and edited by 
him rather than the apostle.   
 
Even within individual epistles, 
there is evidence that what 
started out as notes written in 
the margins were copied by 
error into the main text and 
therefore elements of the letters 



are thought not to have been 
the writings of St Paul but 
instead the additions or 
thoughts of others.   
 
It is clear that the early 
Christian communities suffered 
from power struggles but also 
had genuine birth-pangs 
relating to the ‘Jewishness’ of 
the faith and how much they 
had been released from the 
worship and practices of 
ancient Israel.  Paul clearly 
wrote some pieces to keep them 
on the straight and narrow, 
and at other times was very 
clearly telling them off for 
going down the wrong path.  
His affection for them and his 
sadness at seeing division and 
strife both shine through some 
anguished passages.   
 
Does it matter when scholars 

disagree on authorship?  There 
are two views: the first says 
that the Church has accepted 
that all these letters have 
something to say to which 
every church and every 
Christian should pay attention 
and so who exactly wrote what 
is less important than the 
instruction to read, mark, learn 
and inwardly digest.  Another 
view is that where we know 
something to be inaccurate we 
should correct it: the problem 
here is do we KNOW the 
attribution is inaccurate or is 
that our best guess, based on 
evidence?  If we KNOW then 
clearly we should act, but 
surely scholars’ opinions are 
not facts, however strongly 
they are held.   
 
Similar doubts are expressed 
over the authorship of the 
letters of Peter and James and 
their authorships are much 
contested by scholars. 
 
We have to make our own 
decision: is the exact author 
THAT important?  Christians 
have studied these letters for 
nearly two thousand years and 
found them to be full of 
material worth considering, 
thinking about and praying 
about, perhaps that should be 
enough for anyone!   



‘Fellowship’ is a bit of a loose 
term!  The Christian life is not 
centred upon socializing but 
sharing and hospitality (both, 
surely, at the very heart of the 
Mass) are central to our 
understanding of our call to be 
the Body of Christ. 
 
We have to recognize that in 
these strange times, we cannot 
do what we normally do: we are 
constrained absolutely and so 
we have to come to terms not 
only with our restrictions but 
also the additional work which 
falls on us because we have a 
particular set of circumstances 
to be faced. 
 
We must therefore develop a 
sense of determination that 
even in the face of a global 
pandemic, we are not going to 
care less for each other but seek 
different ways of expressing the 
care which normally we give 
and receive without really 
thinking about it and without 
truly seeing how privileged we 
are in usual times. 
 
We do take for granted that 
things will only ever get better 
and we do not always see that 
time to be together and 

opportunity to be together are 
not always going to be there, 
but instead are a gift, to be 
treasured and appreciated. 
 
When we receive our 
Communion and leave straight 
away, it can feel a bit strange if 
normally we hang around for a 
chat and now cannot do that. 
 
So to help us navigate these 
strange times, here are a few 
suggestions. 
 
If you know that you will be 
feeling unhappy because you 
cannot do something, schedule 
an activity you like to take its’ 
place.   That way, you don’t 
emerge into an emptiness but 
have something to which you 
can look forward. 
 
It is perfectly possible to arrange 
to meet someone after church at 
a pub, cafe, restaurant, golf club, 
park bench or similar.  Yes, this 
does place the onus on you to 
arrange something but if you’re 
going to be unhappy otherwise 
then you should be making an 
effort to prevent that. 
 
When you are in church, make a 
note of people whom you’ve 



missed seeing or talking to and 
make a special effort to let them 
know you have been speaking to 
to them.  You can write a letter 
and ask someone at church to 
pass it on, you can telephone or 
send a message by email,  
Facebook or other service.   
 
This is certainly more effort 
than simply wandering up to 
someone in the church hall, but 
that doesn’t mean that we 
shouldn’t be prepared to make 
that effort.   
 
Finally, there is our own sense 
of contentment.  Very often 
those who are most happy are 
not contented because they have 
everything, they are delighted 
with everything they have.  The 
happiest people often spend 
time counting what they have 
got, rather than being sorrowful 
for what they lack. 
 
The same can be true for us in 
our present situation: the sense 
of contentment which we must 
seek should recognize that we 
are in a short-term difficulty, 
that we have much for which to 
be grateful and that there are 
many people who are worse off 
than us.  Once again, doing this 
is an effort but it is worthwhile 
because it leads to a sense of 
calm and of acceptance which 
can help us through even the 
darkest of days. 

So: Fellowship is not 30 minutes 
after Mass on a Sunday, it’s a 
life lived reaching out to others 
and delighting in our contact. 
 
F e l l owsh ip shows ou r 
commitment to others and the 
way we place ourselves as 
members of the Body of Christ.  
By being aware of what we are 
missing and by being aware of 
who we are missing out on, we 
are showing a real sense of 
caring for individuals who may 
be lonely or isolated. 
 
By seeking contact and making 
contact, we can have a real 
sense of purpose and take a 
deserved delight in achieving 
something.  In a time of 
pandemic both purpose and 
achievement are important ways 
o f  h e l p in g  ou r  s e l f 
understanding and fulfilment. 
 
By adding up all that we have 
and thinking deeply about all 
that we take for granted, we can 
be renewed in thankfulness to 
God for our connection through 
Christ. 
 
By not only feeling love, but 
demonstrating it through action, 
we are taking Christ to our 
brothers and sisters.  In doing 
this, we are taking up our Cross 
to follow Him, which can lead 
us to a new sense of belonging 
to Him and thriving in Him.   



If you’re online, you can go to: 
https://www.swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk/alerts/ 
to keep up with the latest scam warnings shared by Kent 
County Council and their partners. 
 
This month, someone’s been ringing up hospitality 
venues in Kent claiming to be from the tourist 
organization VisitKent and asking for £5.99 for a website 
listing—it’s a scam.  There have been telephone calls 
claiming to be from the police in London who have 
arrested someone with your credit or debit card, it’s a 
scam.  TV Licensing and HMRC scams are also active.  
Don’t forget Always Check and Don’t Be Rushed!     

Scams A-plenty! 

Injecting a little bit of colour into church as we go into 
the Autumn and Winter months will, we hope, remind 
us of God’s wonderful creation and brighten up our 
sightlines in church.   
 

Over time, we will re-establish the flower sponsorships 
system but for now, it will be a hit-and-miss while we 
get that together. 
 

Thank you to Sandra Merrick and Christine Thwaites 
who are both helping to get this moving.  You are 
welcome to offer help if you would like to, as—with 
any job in church—the more the merrier!  We shall 
have collections for flowers on Sundays 4th and 11th 
October and any contributions will be very welcome.   



The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) conducted 
hearings last year into some of the most shameful times in the history of 
our church.  Young people and vulnerable adults were abused by church 
officials, priests and bishops - in other words those who were supposed to 
care for them.  When those victims asked for help, the Church of England 
was slow to act—or failed to do anything at all—and when they did do 
something it was not enough to prevent further abuse nor even help those 
whose lives had been ruined by the actions of those they trusted.   
 
On Tuesday 6th October 2020, the IICSA will publish its findings.  It is 
expected that it will have a number of very serious challenges to offer the 
Church of England.  It will not be comfortable reading for Christians. 
 
Safeguarding is taking such an important role in the Church today 
precisely because the Church of England got it wrong; very, very wrong.  
We failed to spot, we failed to protect, we failed to believe and we failed 
to act.  To show we are sorry and determined not to let this happen again, 
we have to take steps that will make the future better than the past.  Here 
at St Mary’s we are determined to be a safe place and we will learn from 
and respond to the report when it is published.   

John Henry Newman was born in the City of London in 1801 
and died in Birmingham in 1890.  He was originally an 
Anglican and one of a group responsible for promoting the 
rediscovery of the Church of England’s Catholic roots.  He 
wrote about the Church of England needing to be conscious 
that is part of a Universal Church.  Not everyone was 
delighted with the Oxford Movement, as the group was called, 
and eventually Newman joined the Roman Catholic Church 
in which he was ordained priest in 1847 and was eventually 
created a Cardinal in 1879.  His writings remained influential 
in both Anglican and Roman Catholic circles—including 
hymns, he wrote Praise to the Holiest in the Height among 
others—and eventually his cause for Sainthood was opened.  
He was declared Blessed in 2010 and made a saint in 2019.    



1 Ella Smith, Hilda Weeks,  
 Gordon Munro,  

Gladys McNally 
3 Terry Cressy, Gilbert Segalla 
4 Charles Miller, Frances Webb, 

Harry Thorne, Pr 
 Richard Cowie, Gerald Davis, 

Margaret Daniels 
5 Mary Hoather, Annie McGraw 
 George Bailey, Violet Coombs 
6 Jane Richards,  
 Sarah Blenkinsopp 
 Anna McGlennan 
7 Doris Bruce 
8 Sr Freda CSMV 
9 Ernest Murray, Frank Smith 
11 Cecilia Andrews, Russ Davis 
12 Violet Bailey, Norman Excell, 
 Ronald Leach 
13 Ethel Phipps, Emily Blake 
14 Constance Eastwood,  
 May Christison,  
 Leonard Jennings 
15 Sr Catherine Elizabeth SC,  
 Mildred Hudson 
 Olive Blenkinsopp 
16 Joyce Hulton-Scott 
18 Frank Excell, Br Edwin CGA 
19 Jane Broad 
20 Mary Long, Herbert Katin, Pr, 
 Frank Gibbs, Alice Kitchener 
21 William Willard,  

Michael Turner 
22 Fred Clinch 
23 Ernest Broad 

25 Edna Taylor 
26 Frank Steel, Leslie Pettman 
27 Chris Dumont 
28 Cecil Parker, Lawrence Green 
29 Ellen Wyles, Hilda Peareth 
30 Stephen Kemp, 
 Cyril Hallett, Pr,  
 William Good  

REST ETERNAL  
GRANT TO THEM,  

O LORD,  
AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL  

SHINE UPON THEM. 
 

“May they rest in peace  
and rise in glory.” 

 

The Church of England is offering 
a limited funeral service, with a 

maximum number of 30 mourners 
or a service at a Crematorium in 
accordance with their regulations.   

 

Arrangements for Requiem Masses  
and memorial services in church  
with a larger number of mourners  

will be made once regulations permit. 

4th September 
Michael Taylor 

Kemnal Park Cemetery 
 

10th September 
Doreen Harris 

Eltham Crematorium 



No hirings at the moment but 
for full details of price, 
availability and facilities call 
Nicky on 07821 005632. We’re 
grateful to her for all she does. 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
SWANLEY 

is in the 

Diocese of  
Rochester 

the Archdeaconry of  
Rochester 

and the Deanery of  
Dartford 

 

 

The right to present a priest 
to be our Vicar when there is 

a vacancy is held by the 
parish patron, the Guild of 

Vicar 
Father Dane Batley-Gladden 

Saint Mary’s Vicarage,  
London Road,  

Swanley, BR8 7AQ. 
01322 662201 

vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Merrick  

(also PCC Vice Chair) 
 

Christine Parkes 
 

Hon Secretary  
Holly Attwood 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Sandra Merrick 

 
Hall Lettings 
Nicky Reeve  

 
Servers 

Kevin Merrick 
 

Organist 
Doug Blew 

 
Choir 

Ann Parkes 
 

Safeguarding Officer 

Toni Roast 
 

Weekly Mass Booklets 
Bob Jones 

There is no charge for Baptism.  
 

Here at S Mary’s we baptize 
those who live in our parish - 
and will even baptize those from 
outside with their parish priest’s 
permission. 



Sunday 
 

PANDEMIC PATTERN 
Sunday Masses must be  

pre-booked.  Weekday Masses  
do not need pre-booking. 

Sat, 4.30pm: Children’s 
Mass 

Sun, 11am: Mass 
Sun, 4.30pm: Mass 

No Mass 
 

Mass, 7pm 
 

Mass, 11.30am 
 

Mass, 10am 
 

Mass, 11am 
 

Mass, 10am 

Our website: 
www.swanleyparish.org.uk 

where you will find a lot of 
information, news & much more!   

 
To advertise in this newsletter  

please contact 
newsletter@swanleyparish.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church car 
park is available to 
those attending our 
church services. 

WE ARE COMPLETELY DEPENDENT 
ON YOUR GIVING.  ALTHOUGH 
SERVICES ARE LIMITED OUR BILLS 
GO ON IN FULL: water rates, 
electricity and gas all have a standing 
charge.  We still have to pay for our 
priest.  We still have to pay for the 
central church functions which are 
supporting us even now. 
 

Online, you can go to  
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-swanley  
to give by credit or debit card.  
 

All these allow you to enhance your 
donation with Gift Aid if you wish.  
 

To offer your usual donation by 
standing order or BACS please 
contact Fr Dane and he’ll arrange for 


