
 

PANDEMIC PATTERN 
Sunday Masses must be  

pre-booked.  Weekday Masses  
do not need pre-booking. 

Sat, 4.30pm:  
Children’s Mass 

Sun, 11am: Mass 
Sun, 4.30pm: Mass 

No Mass 
 

Mass, 7pm 
 

Mass, 11.30am 
 

Mass, 10am 
 

Mass, 11am 
 

Mass, 10am 

Our website: 
www.swanleyparish.org.uk 

where you will find a lot of 
information, news & much more!   

 
To advertise in this newsletter  

please contact  
newsletter@ 

swanleyparish.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church car 
park is available to 
those attending our 
church services. 

WE ARE COMPLETELY 
DEPENDENT ON YOUR GIVING.  
ALTHOUGH SERVICES ARE 
LIMITED OUR BILLS GO ON IN 
FULL: water rates, electricity and gas 
all have a standing charge.  We still 
have to pay for our priest.  We still 
have to pay for the central church 
functions which are supporting us 
even now. 
 

Online, you can go to  
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-
swanley  
to give by credit or debit card.  
 

All these allow you to enhance your 
donation with Gift Aid if you wish.  
 

To offer your usual donation by 
standing order or BACS please 



   

2 Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  Sunday Masses usual pandemic pattern.  

 Ma 

9 Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  Sunday Masses usual pandemic pattern. 

16 Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  Sunday Masses usual pandemic pattern. 

ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

23 PENTECOST  
EASTERTIDE ends with the saying of Night Prayer.  Regina Caeli is replaced by Angelus 
Domini at Mass.  Ordinary Time resumes: week 8 of Ordinary Time, year 1.  There are 
memorias—and a feast—from Monday to Thursday so green does not reappear in all its 
fullness until Friday.  The Saturday Masses of Our Lady resume from Sat 29th May.   
 

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  Sunday Masses usual pandemic pattern.  

30 THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  Sunday Masses usual pandemic pattern.  

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

May 

The gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is one of the many 
wonderful outpourings of God’s love for us.  The word Pentecost 
means 50th day and it concludes the fifty days of celebration begun 
on Easter Day.  It was the day that the apostles were formed into a 
unity of witnessing people sent out to take the Gospel (a word 
meaning Good News) to the whole world.  This gift is for everyone: 
no matter where you were born, or how you speak, or how rich you 
are in this world’s goods, the Good News of Jesus Christ is life 
everlasting with God and all those who have received the Holy 
Spirit are to share this wonderful message with those around them.   

The Solemnity of Pentecost 

No hirings at the moment but for 
full details of price, availability 
and facilities call Nicky on 07821 
005632. We’re grateful to her for 
all she does. 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
SWANLEY 

Diocese of  
Rochester 

the Archdeaconry of  
Rochester 

and the Deanery of  
Dartford 

 

 

The right to present a priest 
to be our Vicar when there is 

a vacancy is held by the 
parish patron, the Guild of 

Vicar 
Father Dane Batley-Gladden 

Saint Mary’s Vicarage,  
London Road,  

Swanley, BR8 7AQ. 

01322 662201 
vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk 

 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Merrick  

(also PCC Vice Chair) 
 

Christine Parkes 
 

Hon Secretary  
Holly Attwood 

 

Hon Treasurer 
Sandra Merrick 

 

Hall Lettings 
Nicky Reeve  

 

Servers 
Kevin Merrick 

 

Organist 
Doug Blew 

 

Choir 
Ann Parkes 

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Toni Roast 
 

Weekly Mass Booklets 
Bob Jones 

There is no charge for Baptism.  
 

Here at S Mary’s we baptize 
those who live in our parish - 
and will even baptize those from 
outside with their parish priest’s 
permission. 



1 Christopher Collins, Arthur Hill 
2 Lionel West, Jim Cheesman 
3 Maria Croucher, Charles Ellison, 
 Queenie Hammond,  
 James Edward Tuhey 
4 Lewis Casstine, Ethel Lipscomb, 
 Jessie Barrell, Mary Winmill,  
 William Lamy 
5 Albert Mason, James Clarke,  
 Arthur West 
6 James Pridham 
7 Janie Harvey, Brian Fitzsimons 
9 Thomas Kennett,  
 Elizabeth Glenbot, May Glover 
 George Johnson,  

Christine French,  
 Christine Carlton 
10 Rosemary Le May,  

Lilian Hammond 
11 Ivy Hazeldene, Frank Wakerell, 
 Florrie Fordham 
12 Emma Allen, Keith Blew 
13 Doris Fallows 
14 John Owens, Leslie Enderby, 
 Spencer Jones 
15 Beresford Kidd, Pr, 
 Jamie Carter 
16 Stanley Kemp, Emily Wakerell, 
 Delia Sowter 
17 Leonard Armstrong,  

Violet Bowler 
18 Mercy Mattock, Herbert Lee 
19 Mildred Darroch 
20 John Foote, Pr, Mabel Quinton, 
 Christopher Hanson, 
 Monica Webster, Harry Knapp 
21 Georgina Puplett, Jessie Wright, 
 Charles McGookin, Ivy Powis 
22 Hilda de Spailier, Amy Good,  
 Mary Arnhard 
23 Ebenezer Barnes 

24 Arthur Roberts, Samuel Jordan,  
 Sylvia Le Prevost 
25 Herbert Love 
26 Joyce Robinson 
27 Sheila Phillips 
28 Gertrude Webster 
29 James Moon,  

Elizabeth Best-Shaw 
31 Cecily Foote, Ken Excell  

Rest eternal  
grant to them, O Lord,  
and let light perpetual 

shine upon them. 
 

“May they rest in peace  
and rise in glory.” 

 
In accordance with the law,  

the Church of England  
is offering limited  
funeral services,  

with a maximum number  
of 30 mourners  

or a service at a Crematorium  
following their regulations, which 
may not be able to accommodate 

as many as 30.   

6th April 
Eileen Streek 

Eltham Crematorium 
 

8th April 
Rose Gow 

St Mary’s Church & Churchyard 

Just imagine you were one of the disciples.  You have witnessed the 
horrible events of Good Friday: the arrest and death of Jesus, the 
man in whom you have placed all your faith and hope and trust.   
 

You are downcast, downhearted, bereaved. 
 

Then you hear that this same Jesus has returned and in His 
resurrection, the life of all has been raised up so that every human 
being can now aspire to eternal life with God.   
 

In the Bible, forty days is a period which means ‘a long time.’  It 
doesn’t necessarily and automatically mean forty lots of 24 hours, it 
is instead a way of describing a lengthy period. 
 

We are told in the Acts of the Apostles that for forty days after His 
resurrection, Jesus appeared to the apostles and disciples, teaching 
them and preparing them, for they were to undertake a great work.  
“Then, having met together,” the account continues “....Jesus was 
lifted up  and a cloud took Him from their sight.”  And so, forty 
days after Easter Day, the Church recollects this great event and 
celebrates it on the day of the Ascension of the Lord. 
 

The great work given to the apostles continues in us: we are to offer 
the wonderful news of Jesus’ resurrection and to be positively 
glowing with the knowledge of God’s love for us.  We need 
preparation and refreshment in our task and so by coming to 
church, by being together, we are doing exactly as Jesus told us.  He 
does not intend us to be isolated, He intends for us to meet in His 
name.  At the Last Supper, the disciples GATHERED, HEARD 
Scripture, PRAYED to God, Jesus BLESSED bread and wine, Jesus 
GAVE the bread and wine to His friends.  Finally he BLESSED 
them and SENT them out.  We do all this today, making Christ 
present among us through the Sacrament of His Body and Blood in 
the Holy Communion, the Mass.  We are not all able to meet 
together in our usual ways at the moment, but when we can, we will 
re-establish and strengthen our family of faith by being there for 
each other.  We’re not there yet, but we can look forward to it!   



Christians believe that God is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 
in our liturgical year (’liturgical’ 
means the services of the 
Church) we focus especially on 
this mystery on the Solemnity of 
the Most Holy Trinity. 
 
In the olden days, up to the 
1960s, it was at Trinity that most 
new deacons and priests were 
ordained and that meant that for 
many of them their first 
experience of preaching in the 
parish was at Evensong on 
Trinity Sunday—a formidable 
prospect for the new curate!   
 
That’s because the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity developed over 
time and in response to some 
key questions about the nature of 
the God whom we worship. 
 
Among other questions 
considered was that when Jesus 
came, He forgave sins but this 
was understood to be something 
only God the Father could do 
and so it followed that if Jesus 
forgave sins then He must have 
been God, but how is that 
possible?  Theologians pondered, 
argued and discussed.  Mainly 
argued, actually, but let’s move on.... 
 
Eventually the Church arrived at 
the explanation that God became 
a human being, was incarnate, 
was made flesh, in order to live 

among us and show His glory. 
This incarnation was not a 
created being but an extension of 
God the Father’s very self. Jesus, 
therefore, was not a special 
human being, adopted by God, 
but is instead God in the fullness 
of His “God-ness” and in full 
humanity, living among us.  
Christians must therefore accept 
this and seek to comprehend it—
although as a complicated 
mystery at the very heart of our 
faith, perhaps we shall not 
understand it fully until we are 
in the very arms of God. 
 

Given by Jesus Christ to the 
Apostles at Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit is also not a creation but 
an aspect of God’s very self, 
flowing out from God and 
dwelling within us.  He also 
flows out from our words and 
actions.   
 

At its heart, then, the doctrine of 
the Trinity says that if God 
created something then it is 
separate from God but if that 
someone or something flows 
from the Father and remains 
part of Him then it is God.  We 
recognize these parts as Father, 
the one who creates; Son, the 
one who saves; and Holy Spirit, 
the one who makes us holy even 
now, so: Father, Saviour, 
Sanctifier or Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit—the Holy Trinity. 

Recent reports on how the Church of England functions as an 
institution have not been enthusiastic.  The willingness of some to 
protect the church itself rather than to do and to seek justice is a 
very sad outcome of many years of the church seeing itself more 
and more like a business.  At St Mary’s we are absolutely committed 
to making sure that all who come through our doors are safe and 
protected: training and policies are regularly reviewed and updated.   

Our flower arrangers are itching to get back into doing what they do 
so well: so we’re hopeful that during May we will be coming up with 
a plan to help them get back to their offering of beautifying our 
worship.  Of course, we’ll need a bit of financial ‘oomph’ and we’ll 
be looking at that, too, ready for a June start.   

As part of the preparations for the Annual Meeting, the 2020 
Annual Report and Accounts will be published shortly after this 
Newsletter appears.  However, 2021 looks likely to be a very 
challenging year, too!   
 
The year has started off pretty much as expected and we’d like to 
thank everyone who is making a contribution to the mission of 
God’s holy people in this place through their financial giving.   
 
The unwavering support and generosity of people who are fully 
committed to the ministry of St Mary’s has enabled us to continue 
to operate even when we are not open for coffee morning, fairs & 
fetes and other fundraising activities. 
 
The unselfish and sacrificial offering of our people has enabled us 
to make preparations for the reopening of the building in full (likely 
to be some time in July/August) and also helped us to plan our 
finances with confidence: if you are one such giver, thank you.   



 

The Mission Partnership has 
agreed to support a Walsingham 
Day at St Augustine’s Belvedere 
on Saturday 4th September 
2021.  We aim to offer a 
Pilgrimage from Home on that 
day, enabling those who would 
normally be going to the Shrine 
of Our Lady to experience some 
of the benefits that flow from a 
day of calm and reflection.  
More details soon.   

On the day this Newsletter is 
published, Fr Richard Norman 
is celebrating his final services 
at St George, Bickley. We have 
no information as yet on the 
process of appointing a 
successor however the first set 
of meetings has taken place.  
We look forward to hearing 
about the progress of 
appointment over the course of 
the next few months.   

This feast was first approved for celebration in 1987 but it was 
available rather than required.  It was eventually adopted by 
dioceses in England & Wales as a feast in 2018.   
 
This is a celebration focussed on our understanding as Christ 
presiding over all priests for all time.  Through our observance we 
see the Lord showing himself to be simultaneously both the One 
who offers and the One who is offered.   
 
As we begin Ordinary Time, it is perhaps a good idea to think for a 
moment of the ‘teaching Jesus’, the ‘patient Jesus’, who transcends 
time and seasons.  We have left the time of seasons: Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and moved into what might (facetious 
comment coming up)—seem like an eternity—of the green of 
Ordinary Time.  So on the Thursday after Pentecost, we think of the 
example of Jesus Christ, celebrate his triumphant sacrifice and pray 
that we might be moved to offer ourselves in His service.   

The Feast of  
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Eternal High Priest 

As we begin to emerge from lockdown, there are people finding the 
uncertainty very difficult.  We need to remember that where people are 
worried, they are more likely to lash out (especially at those whom they 
love the most) and so we have to pray for forbearance and patience for 
ourselves and thank God when we find it in others—because there are 
times we’re guilty of this, too!   
 

For everyone, the worries of this world, especially at a time of 
pandemic, can overwhelm us and blind us to good things and also the 
good which is in other people.   
 

There are times that money worries, our fractured sense of community 
and a sense of isolation can make us feel nervous, anxious, unhappy.  
These can be manifested by us getting caught in a cycle where we think 
of the same things over and over again and instead of reaching a 
resolution, we simply become more and more unhappy.  If we are to 
break out of this cycle, we have to put some effort in and we won’t 
always succeed first time, but that’s okay.  We can get there eventually, 
it can just take a little time and effort.   
 

First: 
Look around you and see the signs of love and care, either 
that you show to others or they show to you. 
If you are in your home, you will have reminders of happy times such 
as pictures or gifts.  Take a moment to recall when these things were 
given to you, or wonderful times which you have shared with others.  
Concentrate on those events for a moment. 
 

Second: 
Give thanks to God for all that has been. 
As you recall the events which have brought you happiness, thank God 
for them and for the people who made those occasions happy.  Dwell 
on this thankfulness for a time. 
 

Third: 
Rejoice in the Present. 
Too often we add up what we haven’t got, what we lack, what we want 
before we recognize our gifts.  Take a moment instead to think of 
people who bring a smile to your lips.   Think of the things in which 
you delight, no matter how small, and remember to offer some thanks. 
 

Fourth 
Prepare to welcome the Future.   
God will provide all we need, that’s what His good Providence means.  
Commit yourself to following His will and way and know all is good.   



Some Local Notes 

Sevenoaks Council are responsible for the doorstep collections 
of waste and recycling.  The Sundridge depot is out of action 
due to a fire there last May, which means that crews now have to go 
further, or more frequently, to offload.  This has led to changes to 
collecting patterns. 
 
The ‘dump’ or the ‘tip’ in Swanley is operated by Kent County 
Council and is otherwise known as the Household Waste 
Recycling Centre.  You need to pre-book a slot for access.  You 
can do that via the KCC website, or if you absolutely cannot book 
online you can call 03000 41 73 73.  You can book up to a month in 
advance and slots are issued on a first-come, first-served basis.   
 
Covid testing for those without symptoms has been provided 
through Kent County Council, but gradually responsibility will 
transfer to NHS facilities.  The Junction youth centre on St Mary’s 
Road will stop hosting the Symptom-free Testing Centre on 27 
April as testing is being rolled out through pharmacies and other 
community providers.  Residents are still able to use the testing site 
at the Bat and Ball Centre in Cramptons Road, Sevenoaks, TN14 
5DN.  You can apply for a test online and Asda and the Swanley 
Pharmacy next to Costa, Well Pharmacy and Boots are all 
participating in the “Collect and Do At Home” test kits programme. 
 
Vaccinations are continuing at various medical centres and the 
Alexandra Suite, though it seems that none are offering ‘turn up 
and be jabbed’ arrangements.  Kent Police have reported that 
vaccine scams are operating, they say: “the bottom line is that the 
NHS will NEVER ask for payment or bank details for the vaccine.”   
 
Kent Trading Standards have also raised the difficulty of doorstep 
scams where people are pressured into having work done which 
then proves to be extremely expensive and often of poor quality.  
Never accept an unsolicited approach, always insist on several 
quotes and always ask a friend or neighbour to work with you if 
you’re outside your expertise.  You can always check online on 
Checkatrade.com or ask others for recommendations.   

Collect all your 
belongings: coat, 
bags, etc so you 

don’t return to your 
seat.  

1 

2 
Go to the hand sanitizer station by the 
pillar and receive one squirt of sanitizer. 

3 
Move to the lectern, where the strip of fabric hangs, and rub 
your hands together until the sanitizer has gone.  Don’t worry 
if it takes a long time, just keep going till your hands are dry!   

4 
Move to where the priest is standing: he will give you the Host: 
he won’t say anything and you won’t say anything.  
Move then to the statue of Our Lady. 

5 Once at the statue of Our Lady, you can consume the Host. 

6 
As soon as you have consumed the Host, go to the main door, 
sanitize your hands and go straight home.  

We are administering 
Communion in a 
rather different way 
from usual, so that we 
keep people safe.   
 

The main point is that 
you receive your 
Communion and 
leave, don’t go back to 
your seat.   
 

It may look a bit 
complicated but in 
fact it’s fairly easy to 
follow and we’ll soon 
get into the habit.   



A face-covering is required at 
Public Worship unless you are 
exempt, as defined by law.   

A face-covering, or mask, must 
be sealed above the nose, below 
the mouth and the sides.  

A visor may be worn by someone who is exempt but is not a 
substitute for a face-covering for anyone who is not exempt.   
 
At present a maximum of 30 people can attend public worship or 
funerals here at St Mary’s, although burials of ashes and similar 
acts of worship can have a maximum of only six people.   

Face-coverings  Compulsory  
for all Servces in Churches 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC)  
will meet on 

 Thurs 6th May 2021  
via Zoom at 7.30pm  

(if present restrictions still in force) 

Annual Meetings 

All services in church and the churchyard are 
currently subject to an attendance limit of 30. 
Our present Sunday pattern is: 
4.30pm, Saturday: Children’s Mass, First Mass of the 
Sunday 
Adults are welcome, but the focus is on our young people! 
 

11am, Sunday: Parish Mass 
With music accompaniment. 
 

4.30pm, Sunday: Parish Mass 
A quiet and reflective unaccompanied Sunday afternoon Mass. 
You can reserve your place for these Masses any time from the 
Wednesday before by phone, text, email or Facebook message.   

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners 
which elects our Churchwardens  

and which any resident of the parish may attend 
AND 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which transacts business relating to our Church Council and may 

be attended by members of the Church’s Electoral Roll 
 

will take place on  
Sunday 9th May 2021 at 12.15pm  

via Zoom, allowing people to have got home from the 11am Mass. 
The law will still not permit a gathering ‘in person’ at that point.   

 
These are two separate meetings which must have separate agendas 

and minutes, but they are held on the same day as it is more 
practical and convenient. 



In this series for 2021, we’ll be 
examining ways in which we 
can show our love for our 
neighbours.   
 
Our Scriptural focuses are: 
 

Listen without interrupting 
Proverbs 18:13 
 

Speak without accusing 
James 1:19-20 
 

Give without sparing 
Proverbs 21:26 
 

Pray without ceasing 
Colossians 1:9 
 

Answer without arguing 
Proverbs 17:1 
 

Share without pretending 
Ephesians 4:15 
 

Enjoy without complaint 
Philippians 2:14 
 

Trust without wavering 
1 Corinthians 13:7 
 

Forgive without punishing 
Colossians 3:13 
 

Promise without forgetting 
Proverbs 13:12  
 

Colossians 1: 9 

“
9

  Ever since we were told of your 

faith we have never failed to pray 

for you, what we ask God is that 

through perfect wisdom and 

spiritual understanding you should 

reach the fullest knowledge of His 

will” 

 

“Why O why O why O why...” 
If your prayers have lots of 

speaking TO God without 
opening your heart to anything 
He might to SAYING to you, 
then it might be a good idea to 
consider some rebalancing of 
your prayer life.   
 
Placing those you love into the 
presence of God with your 
prayer but without your 
shopping list can be a good 
place to start.  So rather than 
“Lord, I pray for X that you will 
make them see that I’m really 
rather lovely and if you could 
possibly let them know that 
their taste in t-shirts leaves 
quite a lot to be desired...” and 
so on, instead prefer: “Lord I 
pray for X.  now leave some 
silence.  In their kindness to Y 
they show so much of your 

love, thank you for their 
witness.  Now leave some more 
silence. May they always know 
and rejoice in your love for 
them.”   
 
Notice the first attaches 
outcomes to your prayer, the 
second recognizes they have a 
mission of their own and will 
need support in order to fulfil 
it, as we all do. 
 
Next: prayer is not like a diet, 
you don’t have to wait until 
Monday, or the first day of the 
month, or some special event 
to resume prayer after a time in 
which you have not prayed.  At 
any point in your life, you can 
offer your prayers and it 
especially praiseworthy if you 

place into God’s hands all that 
worries you and open your 
heart to accept His will for you 
and trust His good Providence 
for you.  He truly will provide 
all that you need but not 
necessarily all that you want!   
 
Remember to rejoice, in your 
prayers, that others pray for 
you: you may not even be 
aware of the prayers which are 
offered by other members of 
the church on your behalf, and 
you may think no-one ever 
prays for you, but that is 
simply not true.  There are 
many members of the church 
who pray for the congregation 
and extended church family 
regularly and in doing so are 
not expecting anything in 
return, surely the very best 
approach to the Christian faith 
and much to be encouraged. 
 
Finally, but perhaps most 
importantly: pray not just even 
when you can’t see it’s working 
but especially when you can’t 
see it working.  Remember to 
encourage yourself that prayer 
is first and foremost about you 
accepting God’s will and not 
about Him following your 
wishes.  When you pray about 
something share with the Lord 
your hopes and fears and allow 
Him to reassure you.  Your 
perseverance can produce 
fantastic results!   


