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26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Mass obligation remains suspended: that means that not only 
are you not required to attend Mass, you should not do so if you 
are told to shield or advised or requested to avoid close contact 
with a broad range of others.  If you are so advised, it is because 
additional medical resources would need to be allocated to you in 
the event of your illness and the selfishness of you failing to follow 
the request means that medics and others have to put themselves at 
risk to care for you.   
 
Other than Sundays, there are no holy days of obligation in July 
and so this not a particularly big deal.  Given that the Government 
expects shielding to end by 1 August, we would hope that by the 
time we celebrate the Assumption of Our Lady, all will be a lot 
clearer and more straightforward. 
 
Access to the church remains regulated and everyone who wishes to 
enter the building will need to arrange this with Fr Dane.  The 
troublesome front door lock has been replaced and the temporary 
key is held by the vicar so although existing keys will still operate 
the internal locks, they will not actually get you into the church 
building.  New keys will be issued as judged necessary once free 
access is restored.   



As of 11am on Saturday 27th June, the Church 
of England’s national advice remains….. 
Well….. not there!  The message on the 
website says: “following the Prime Minister’s 
statement on 23rd June, we are awaiting the 
publication of the Government’s detailed 
guidance before updating our advice.”   
 
So, we’re waiting.  Over the page you will find some detailed 
discussion of some of the points which arise in this situation. 
 
There are a few things to bear in mind: 
• We have never had anything like this in the lifetime of anyone 

living today; 
• We are all making it up as we go along; 
• The OVER-RIDING aim is to keep people safe. 
 
Around 50,000 people are thought to have died in this pandemic, 
that’s the population of Swanley multiplied more than three times.   
 
Let that sink in, three towns the size of Swanley completely empty, 
no people left in them, all of them dead from this virus.   
 
That’s how serious this is. 
 
And that’s why we’ll take the reopening process slowly, and try hard 
to make sure that we’re not a place where people can catch or 
spread this deadly disease.  We’ll take seriously the need to look 
after all who come through our doors.   

Details 

Awaited 



Almighty God,  
creator of the human race who love all you have made: 

sustain those who, in sorrow or fear,  
feel isolated from others or even from you. 

Enable our ministry to them  
to offer comfort and calm; joy, peace and love. 

Help us to be bearers of your Good News 
and encourage us when we need  

emotional strength to support them. 
This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom you made all things  
and who is our Master, Saviour, brother and friend.   

Thoughts on Re-opening 



We’re looking at the possibility of restructuring our worship to 
reflect the strange times in which we find ourselves. 
 
Given the suspension of the Sunday obligation, no-one must come 
to church, so do not feel pressured in any way.  However, to gather 
and to enjoy and celebrate our common faith in Jesus Christ is a 
joyful release from the tensions of the past few months. 
 
We are likely to be restricted to a certain number in church at any 
one time: previous editions of the national guidance haven’t 
specified a single number, reflecting that St Paul’s Cathedral will 
have a different capacity from England’s smallest church in use 
(Bremilham Church, Cowage in Wiltshire, if you’re interested, which 
has a maximum capacity of 10 people standing or 4 people in a 
pew) but we’re likely to be about 30 people.   
 
The guidance for other sectors of the economy makes it clear that 
they must keep a record of who has been present, together with 
limited contact details.  Some earlier suggestions included that 
churches would have to pre-book service attendance and a record 
would need to be kept, so this is not altogether a surprise.   
 
What we shall probably do is: 
Saturday 4.30pm, First Mass of Sunday.  This service will be 
aimed at children and families, will be simplified from our usual 
celebrations of Mass and instead of a sermon will feature a craft 
activity for the children.  The service will run as a usual said Mass 
from the offertory onwards and all those admitted to Communion 
will be able to receive whilst children will receive a ‘no touch’ 
blessing.  It is expected that the service would be a little less than 40 
minutes in total. 
 
Sunday, 11am & Sunday 4.30pm, Said Mass with music.  The 
Sunday readings, the Sunday Mass without hymns but with some 
organ accompaniment to provide opportunities for reflection.  The 
services are at different times from our usual worship times to 
reflect the fact that this is not a normal circumstance and there isn’t 
one ‘right’ service for everyone.  The two Sunday services will be 
identical so that if there was not space at one, you could attend the 
other without fear of missing out.   

Tentative Suggestions 



Introduction  
Whether you’re in church on a 
Sunday with others, or at home 
on your own, it’s important to 
remember that every Sunday is 
a feast celebrating the Lord’s 
Resurrection.  So every Sunday 
we should all be giving thanks 
to God and remembering how 
Jesus’ rising from the dead has 
enabled us to see God face-to-
face at the end of our earthly 
lives.   
 
The Main Elements  
 Thanksgiving 
 Scripture 
 Reflection on the past 
 Prayers for the present 
 Commitment for the future  
 
Thanksgiving 
God, loving Father, 

I turn to you: 

knowing that I am not perfect 

but that you are perfect; 

aware that I ask for a lot 
but deserve only a little; 

knowing that I cannot save 

myself 

but depend upon your mercy. 
 

Help me to live this day 

united with Jesus Christ in His life 
and in His death; 

serving the people He has 

entrusted to my care; 

and ready to celebrate the love of 

Christ.  I ask this in the name of 

the same, my Saviour, Christ the 

Lord. 
Who do you depend upon?  
Who is at the end of a phone 
for you?  Who will get your 
shopping or help you out when 
you need it?  In a short time of 
silence bring each one up in 
your mind’s eye, name them 
before the Lord and consciously 
place them—and your thanks 
for all they do—in the presence 
of God with your love.   
 

Scripture 
If you have the Bible readings 
for the day to hand, spend time 
with them now.  Read them 
slowly and go over phrases or 
sentences that don’t quite make 
sense to you.   This is not a time 
for rushing but for gentle and 
slow appreciation. 
 
If you don’t have the readings to 
hand, you could perhaps use 
one or more of these: 
 
Isaiah 58: 7-10 
Thus says the Lord:  Share your 
bread with the hungry, and 
shelter the homeless poor, clothe 
the man you see to be naked 
and do not turn from your own 
kin.  Then will your light shine 
like the dawn and your wound 
be quickly healed over. Your 



integrity will go before you and 
the glory of the Lord behind 
you. 
 

Cry, and the Lord will answer; 
 

Call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ 
 

If you do away with the yoke, 
the clenched fist, the wicked 
word, if you give your bread to 
the hungry, and relief to the 
oppressed, your light will rise in 
the darkness, and your shadows 
become like noon. 
 

Hebrews 4: 14-16 
Since in Jesus, the Son of God, 
we have the supreme high priest 
who has gone through to the 
highest heaven, we must never 
let go of the faith that we have 
professed. For it is not as if we 
had a high priest who was 
incapable of feeling our 
weaknesses with us; but we have 
one who has been tempted in 
every way that we are, though he 
is without sin. Let us be 
confident, then, in approaching 
the throne of grace, that we shall 
have mercy from him and find 
grace when we are in need of 
help. 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 
The eleven disciples set out for 
Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they 
fell down before him, though 
some hesitated. Jesus came up 
and spoke to them. He said, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all 
the nations; baptise them in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all the 
commands I gave you. And 
know that I am with you 
always; yes, to the end of time.’  
 

Reflections on the past 
Consider how you have fallen 
short in the past and offer your 
sorrow to God that you have 
separated yourself from Him 
and from your neighbour. 
O God, I turn to you in love and 

with confidence: hear me and 

help me to overcome all that 

spoils your image in me.  And that 

I might become more and more 

your faithful child, so help me 
forgive others with the same 

generosity through which you 

forgive me.  I ask this in the name 

of Jesus, my Lord.   
 
Prayers for the Present 
Commit into God’s care our 
world, its troubles and its 
triumphs. 
 
Commitment for the 
Future 
Father, as I offer you my prayer 
and praise, I ask that you will help 

me to be more and more faithful 

each day and to witness to you in 

how I live and how I love.  

Through Christ my Lord.   



Scholars disagree on which is 
the oldest complete copy of the 
New Testament: the two 
contenders are the Codex 
Sinaiticus, which was first 
discovered by scholars at the 
end of the 19th century at S 
Catherine’s Monastery on in the 
Peninsula of Sinai and Codex 
Vaticanus, which has been in 
the care of the Vatican since at 
least the fifteenth century.      
 
Sinaiticus is now dispersed: a 
lot of it is on display at the 
British Museum in London but 
other portions are in Leipzig, 
Saint Petersburg and at Saint 
Catherine’s Monastery itself.  
The manuscript has been dated 
to around 330-360AD and is 
written in Greek.  It is not 
without its difficulties, as the 
text of the Book of Revelation is 
regarded as corrupted—but 
given it was written on vellum 
from calf or lamb’s skin, it is 
not surprising that there had 
been some degradation over the 
years. 
 
Vaticanus is thought by some to 
be, maybe, 30 years older than 
Sinaiticus but given that the 
main way of dating these 
documents has been by analysis 
of the handwriting, there is 
nothing definite only what 
experts can detect and explain.   
 

There are two other complete 
New Testaments: Codex 
Alexandrinus and Codex 
Ephraemi.   
 
Each of these manuscripts have 
sections or sayings missing and 
whole books have been 
published on the differences 
between them.  One huge 
difficulty for scholars is that an 
older text may well not be the 
most accurate because it might 
contain a mistake, if there’s not 
many other sources with which 
to compare it, the task of 
discernment becomes especially 
difficult. 
 
And all this is before we get to 
the actual text of these 
manuscripts.  Written on 
individual leaves of vellum 
that were sown together, they 
are amazing works of art in 



their own right, but they were 
composed like this: 

So, the translator is faced not 
with one single, simple, text but 
several texts which differ from 
each other.  They are also faced 
with a form of Greek which 
nobody speaks any more, 
written in a way which is not 
easy to read.  When we read 
our English Bibles, we need to 
remember that every single 

word has been chosen because 
it’s the best the translators can 
do with the information they 
have. 
 
More than that, of course, is 
the fact that every translator 
comes from a particular 
Christian tradition, one which 
places particular stress on 
different aspects of Jesus’ 
teaching.  If you have two 
manuscripts, one of which has 
words in it that support your 
background and the other 
doesn’t, which particular form 

of words would you 
choose?  Although 
scholars like to 
pretend they’re not 
going to give in to 
temptations like this, 
it’s impossible not to.  
There are some 
translations that go 
out of their way to 
support a particular 
viewpoint and as 
long as they tell us 

that’s what they’re doing and 
we can be aware of it, that’s 
fine.  But if it isn’t obvious, 
then we need to exercise care 
in the way we read English 
translations.  All this is not 
designed to discourage you!  
It’s pointing out the care we 
need to bring to our most 
sacred reading.   
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Opening Prayer 
Queen of the Holy Rosary, 
inspire in my heart a true love 
of this devotion so that by 
meditating on the mysteries of 
our redemption which are 
recalled in it, I may be enriched 
with its fruits and obtain peace 
for the world the conversion of 
sinners, and the fullness of your 
grace. I ask this for the greater 
glory of God, for your own 
honour, and for the good of 
souls, especially my own.  
 
I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From thence he shall 
come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  thy 
kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in 
heaven; Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee: blessèd art 
thou among women, and 
blessèd is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now, 
and at the hour of our death.  
(x3) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and the 
to Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be.  World 
without end.  Amen. 
 
1

st
 Joyful Mystery 

The Annunciation 

“Rejoice so highly favoured, the 
Lord is with you!”  Would you 
be scared, delighted, unsure?  
Would you obedient and 
humble? 
 

Our Father… (x1) 
Hail Mary… (x10) 
Glory be to the Father… (x1) 
 



2
nd

 Joyful Mystery 
The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 

Would you be going to share 
Elizabeth’s joy?  Or to check that 
what you’d been told had 
already come true?    
 

Our Father… (x1) 
Hail Mary… (x10) 
Glory be to the Father… (x1) 
 
3

rd
 Joyful Mystery 

The Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Shepherds arrive, there are 
angels in the sky: pondering 
everything in your heart, will 
you be amazed or even 
frightened?   
 

Our Father… (x1) 
Hail Mary… (x10) 
Glory be to the Father… (x1) 
 
4

th
 Joyful Mystery 

The Presentation in the Temple 

“And a sword will pierce your 
own soul, too.”  Would Simeon’s 
warning have caused you 
alarm, or would you have 
already realized this would be a 
challenging task?  
 

Our Father… (x1) 
Hail Mary… (x10) 
Glory be to the Father… (x1) 
 
5

th
 Joyful Mystery 

The Finding in the Temple 

What joy in finding your child, 
but would it be easy to know 
this foreshadows his growing up 
and beginning His ministry?   
 

Our Father… (x1) 
Hail Mary… (x10) 
Glory be to the Father… (x1) 
 
We sing or recite: 
Salve, Regina, Mater miseri-
cordiæ, vita, dulcedo, et spes 
nostra, salve.  Ad te clamamus 
exsules filii Hevæ, ad te 
suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle.  Eia, 
ergo, advocata nostra, illos tuos 
misericordes oculos ad nos 
converte; Et Jesum, benedictum 
fructum ventris tui, nobis post 
hoc exsilium ostende.  O 
clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo 
Maria. 
 

Which means: Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 
our life, our sweetness and our hope; hail.  To you 
do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, to you 
do we send up our sighs; mourning and weeping, 
in this vale of tears.  Turn then, most gracious 
advocate, your eyes of mercy towards us.  And 
after this exile, show to us the blessed fruit of 
your womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet 
Virgin Mary. 
 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of 
God.  That we may be made 
worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

O  God, whose only begotten 
Son, by His life, death and 
resurrection, has purchased for 
us the rewards of eternal life, 
grant we beseech thee, that, 
meditating upon these mysteries 
of the most holy rosary of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, we may 
both imitate what they contain 
and obtain what they promise, 
through the same Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 



Thank you to everyone 
who has been making 
sure that friends/
neighbours/relatives 
and others are looked 
after and well-supplied 
during these months of 
lockdown. 
 

The main way in 
which St Mary’s has 
been keeping in touch 
is one parishioner 
phoning another 
parishioner!  And that’s 
how it should be: The 
Church  is  the 
assembled people of 
God in a place not 
only one or two of 
them, but everyone—
and the care that has 
been shown is truly 
worth celebrating. 
 

The parish has used a 
variety of other ways, 
too, Fr Dane has 
spoken on the phone 

to a great many 
individuals and has 
also provided a daily 
reflection on Facebook.  
He has recorded the 
Mass on several 
Sundays and put the 
video on our parish 
website.  Also on that 
site has been the 
weekly Mass Book, this 
Newsletter and a range 
of other resources.   
 

But above all else it has 
been the keeping in 
touch of members of 
the church, fulfilling 
their mission and 
ministry as a member 
of the apostolic church 
of Jesus Christ, sent out 
to care for all entrusted 
to them. 
 

If you’ve been one of 
the carers: thank you!  
You’ve been wonderful, 
it’s much appreciated. 



As the Newsletter has already said, we’re not immediately 
returning to ‘normal’, so at times over the next few weeks 
there will be jobs that need to be done preparing for the 
next stage.  If you’re asked to help and you can’t, don’t 
feel bad!  Re-connecting with friends and family will be 
very important over these days and weeks, so enjoy what 
you can do and don’t stress about what you can’t.   

We’re not drawing the 100 Club at the 
moment, but as soon as normal services 
resume, we will make a plan to catch 
up.  If you’re anxious not to fall behind 
too far in your subs, Sandra or Fr Dane 
will be glad to receive your contribution.  
Don’t worry: it will be kept safe for you!  
If you have any questions about the 100 
Club, you can email Fr Dane at: 
vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk and he’ll be 
glad to come back to you.   



2 Ann Furby 
4 Mabel Rogers,  
 Constance Clarke 
5 Elizabeth Best-Shaw,  

Gwen Trusson 
7 Gertrude Skelton 
 Lionel Thorogood, Pr 
 Herbert Webster 
 Marjorie Turvey, Mary West 
8 Sister Agnes Hope SSB 
 Marjorie Green 
9 Albert Bailey 
10 Harry Prior, Hazel Davies 
12 Richard Fittock 
13 Mabel Mortimer, Sue Mattock 
14 Elizabeth Duff 
 Mark Firmager, Joyce Blew 
15 Nolan Glasspool,  

Emily Owens 
17 Alicia Knight 
18 Christopher Casstine 
 Richard Crawford 
 Janet Russell 
19 Mary Taylor, David Coleman 
 Frank Hillyer 
20 Reginald Gwyther 
21 Edward Arnhard 
22 Maria Long, Rosa Smith 
 Dora Councer 
23 William Petty 
24 Annie Parker, John Faulkner 
25 Jane Crawford, Esther Brown 
26 William Hult,  

Elizabeth Hobbs 
 Kate Parker, Thomas Maloney 
 Denis Barker 

27 Clare Lines, George Wapshott 
 Peter Cox 
28 Pamela Lipscombe 
 Emma Wrighton 
 Isabel Rosser, Phoebe Cowey 
 Marjorie Taylor 
29 Peggy Wilson, Dorothy Long 
 Horace Holmes 
30 James Watson 
31 Elizabeth Caton,  

Michael Farren  

REST ETERNAL  
GRANT TO THEM, O LORD,  
AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL  

SHINE UPON THEM. 
 

“May they rest in peace  
and rise in glory.” 

 
At present, the Church of 
England offers a limited 
funeral service for burials  
in the Churchyard, with a 

maximum number of 
mourners or a brief service 

at a Crematorium in 
accordance with their 

regulations.   
 

Arrangements for  
Requiem Masses and  

memorial services  
in church will be made  

later in the year. 



No hirings at the moment but 
for full details of price, 
availability and facilities call 
Nicky on 07821 005632. We’re 
grateful to her for all she does. 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
SWANLEY 

is in the 

Diocese of  
Rochester 

the Archdeaconry of  
Rochester 

and the Deanery of  
Dartford 

 

 

The right to present a priest 
to be our Vicar when there is 

a vacancy is held by the 
parish patron, the Guild of 

Vicar 
Father Dane Batley-Gladden 

Saint Mary’s Vicarage,  
London Road,  

Swanley, BR8 7AQ. 
01322 662201 

vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Merrick  

(also PCC Vice Chair) 
 

Christine Parkes 
 

Hon Secretary  
Holly Reardon 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Sandra Merrick 

 
Hall Lettings 
Nicky Reeve  

 
Servers 

Kevin Merrick 
 

Organist 
Doug Blew 

 
Choir 

Ann Parkes 
 

Safeguarding Officer 

Toni Roast 
 

Weekly Mass Booklets 
Bob Jones 

There is no charge for Baptism.  
 

Here at S Mary’s we baptize 
those who live in our parish - 
and will even baptize those from 
outside with their parish priest’s 
permission. 



Sunday 

 

Parish Mass, 10am 
Holy Baptism, 12 noon  

(or at Mass) 
Evening Prayer, 5pm 

No Mass 
 

Mass, 7pm 
 

Mass, 11.30am 
 

Mass, 10am 
 

Mass, 11am 
 

Mass, 10am 

Our website: 
www.swanleyparish.org.uk 

where you will find a lot of 
information, news & much more!   

 
To advertise in this newsletter  

please contact 
newsletter@swanleyparish.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church car 
park is available to 
those attending our 
church services. 

WE ARE COMPLETELY DEPENDENT 
ON YOUR GIVING.  ALTHOUGH 
SERVICES MAY HAVE STOPPED, OUR 
BILLS GO ON: water rates, electricity 
and gas all have a standing charge.  
We still have to pay for our priest.  
We still have to pay for the central 
church functions which are 
supporting us even now. 
 

Online, you can go to  
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-swanley  
to give by credit or debit card.  
 

All these allow you to enhance your 
donation with Gift Aid if you wish.  
 

To offer your usual donation by 
standing order or BACS please 
contact Fr Dane and he’ll arrange for 


