


ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

   

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.  

No booking needed for Noon Mass, pre-booking required for evening Mass 
  

8 Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Remembrance Sunday: Mass will begin at 10.55am and include a two minute silence at 
11am. 
Weekday Masses at the usual times this week. 

No Mass today
ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

15 Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week. 
   

  

Weekday Masses at the usual times this week.

29 First Sunday of Advent 

No Mass today

The Mass obligation remains suspended. 
You are not required to attend Mass, and you should 
not do so, if: you have Covid symptoms, or: you are told 
to shield or advised or requested to avoid contact with others.     
 

Remember that even when the obligation does return, you are only 
obliged to hear Mass offered and not to receive Communion.  
You should receive Communion three times a year, one of which 
should be Easter.  But at present, all your obligations are suspended.   
 

Access to the church remains restricted and you must not attempt 
to enter any part of the building except the nave and even then 
only for advertised public worship unless authorized in advance by 
the vicar.  There are no exceptions to this rule: it is the law!   
 

Thank you to everyone who is helping us in these challenging times 
to obey the law and still worship freely.   



The hall & toilets remain closed.   
Even if you have keys, you may not access any part of the 

building for the moment, except as part of public worship 

in the nave of the church. 

All Souls Day 
On All Souls Day we will have a said Mass at 12 noon and a Mass 
with music at 7.30pm.  You will need to pre-book attendance at the 
evening Mass with Father Dane and it will be subject to the usual 
limit of 30 people.   

Remembering the Fallen... 
...Honouring the Sacrifice of the Living 

Remembrance Sunday is different this year 

The necessities forced upon us by Coronavirus affect the way in 
which we remember the loss of life and limb by those who serve in 
our Armed Forces.  This year, there will be no Church Act of 
Worship at the War Memorial at 11am, nor an afternoon parade.   
 

Instead the Parish Mass that day will begin at 10.55am.  After the 
welcome and introduction, we will observe the two minute silence 
at 11am.  The Mass will then proceed as normal.  Our poppy wreath 
will be on a stand in church with a 7 day light and will only move 
to the memorial on the following Sunday.   
 

Poppies are available in fewer places this year, but the Legion has 
said: “we have developed a range of new and exciting fundraising 
and donation tools that the public can access via our website to 
enable companies and communities to support the appeal. These 
are available on the Legion website www.rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal.  
Poppies will also be available from 7,500 Sainsburys, Aldi, 
Morrison’s and Tesco stores, and volunteers will run collection 
stands in other supermarkets and sites where possible.”   



Rose 

Ellis

Mary 

Kitchener

George 

Darroch 

Preparing for the Celebration of  

Christmas 
We will need to decide how we are going to organize our Christmas 
celebrations.  The Crib Service is normally quite busy (and fairly 
chaotic) and we can’t sing, so it may be that we have two services, 
at which pre-booking is required, and is a much more structured 
telling of the Christmas story.   
 
It is almost certain that we will not have Midnight Mass if the 
current rules are in force at that time.  Instead, we will probably go 
for a 9.30pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve and a 10am Mass of the 
Day on Christmas Day.  Again, we won’t be allowed singing, pre-
booking will be essential and the 30 maximum applies. 
 
All of these things will have to be assessed in the light of actual 
rules and regulations at the time.   



The Annual Meeting of 
Parishioners elected 
Kevin Merrick and 
Christine Parkes to the 
office of Churchwarden 
for the coming year. 
 
The Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting received 
the accounts, elected 
Sandra Merrick and Rose 

Ellis to the PCC and 
James Ashmore and 
Paula Davies to the 
Deanery Synod.   
 
Thank you to everyone 
who attended and to 
those who are willing to 
serve the Church family 
in these important ways 
over the coming year.   

Christmas 
GRAND DRAW 

CASH  
PRIZES 

 

£150,  
£50, £25 

plus  
win a voucher for a Christmas Hamper 

delivered to your door! 

If you’re worried that with no 
Christmas Fair, you won’t be able 
to help St Mary’s then we have the 
answer for you!   
 

A Christmas Grand Draw with 
cash prizes plus the opportunity 
to win a hamper voucher for 
delivery to your door.  Tickets will 
be available soon and the draw 
will be after the 11am Mass on 6 
December. 



Collect all your 
belongings: coat, 

bags, etc so you 
1 

2 
Go to the hand sanitizer station by the 
pillar and receive one squirt of sanitizer. 

3 
Move to the lectern, where the strip of fabric hangs, and rub 
your hands together until the sanitizer has gone.  Don’t worry 
if it takes a long time, just keep going till your hands are dry!   

4 
Move to where the priest is standing: he will give you the Host: 
he won’t say anything and you won’t say anything.  Move 
then to the statue of Our Lady. 

5 Once at the statue of Our Lady, you consume the Host. 

6 
As soon as you have consumed the Host, go to the main door, 
sanitize your hands and go straight out to the car park.  

We are administering 
Communion in a 
rather different way 
from usual, so that we 
keep people safe.   
 

The main point is that 
you receive your 
Communion and 
leave, don’t go back to 
your seat.   
 

It may look a bit 
complicated but in 
fact it’s fairly easy to 
follow and we’ll soon 
get into the habit.   

don’t return to your seat.  
Then remove your mask.   



The Parochial Church Council (PCC) will meet on 
 Weds 2nd December 2020 & Weds 3rd February 2021 

via Zoom at 7.30pm 

All services in church and the churchyard are 
currently subject to an attendance limit of 30. 
Our present Sunday pattern is: 
4.30pm, Saturday: Children’s Mass, First Mass of the Sunday 
Adults are welcome, but the focus is on our young people! 
 

11am, Sunday: Parish Mass 
With music accompaniment. 
 

4.30pm, Sunday: Parish Mass 
A quiet and reflective unaccompanied Sunday afternoon Mass. 
You can reserve your place for these Masses any time from the 
Wednesday before by phone, text, email or Facebook message.   



An Apocalypse is a type of 
ancient literature, it’s a Greek 
word and it means a revelation, 
an unfolding or unveiling of 
something which you couldn’t 
know unless it had been 
revealed to you.  In other 
words, it’s not your effort which 
has enabled you to discover it, 
but instead the will of another.  
In our faith context, of course, 
we mean that God has revealed 
something about the end of the 
world and the breaking-in of 
His new kingdom. 
 
That’s because the word 
apocalypse is also associated 
with destruction and endings.   
 
Apocalyptic literature often 
features a writer who is saying 
“pay attention to me!  Only by 
listening to me and my 
message can you avoid 
disaster!”   
 
The New Testament’s Book of 
the Apocalypse identifies itself 
as being written by a man 
named John who was 
imprisoned on the island of 
Patmos.  For this reason, he’s 
often called by modern scholars 
‘John of Patmos’ to distinguish 
him from the many other 
‘John’s who are written about 
and quoted in the New 
Testament.  John, we are told, 

was exiled to Patmos because 
he had witnessed to Jesus 
Christ but the precise nature of 
the authority which banished 
him there is not obvious to us 
after all this time.  He’s plainly 
no fan of the Roman empire, 
but that doesn’t mean it was 
the Romans who put him there 
but scholars largely suppose 
that it was when the emperor 
Domitian was trying to 
suppress the Christians that 
John was exiled. 
 
The work begins with a 
testimony regarding the person 
of Jesus Christ and how John 
has encountered what he is 
about to tell. 
 
There are then messages to the 
seven churches of Asia.  Of 
course, there were more than 
seven churches in the whole of 



Asia but John is directing his 
comments to these seven in 
particular.   
 
The action then moves to a 
scene before the throne of God, 
A scroll comes down from God 
and seven seals are opened, 
one by one.   
 
Then seven trumpets are 
sounded and seven spiritual 
figures are revealed.  Seven 
bowls are then poured onto the 
earth, devastating it. 
 
There is then a survey of the 
destruction which has taken 
place and a trial of all who are 
to blame for bringing down the 
wrath of God.  A new heaven 
and a new earth begin, the 
final and eternal reign of the 
Creator over the entire universe 
with Christ as King. 

The book basically finishes 
with John reminding everyone 
that his vision is for you, not 
someone else!   
 
John’s Revelation is a 
challenging book and it’s not 
always easy to read.  We began 
it in our Lent Group this year 
and we shall hope to finish it 
at some point in the future—
preferably before the actual 
Apocalypse!   
 
When you read it, remember 
that it’s a vision and intended 
to be seen.  Try to picture the 
events in your mind’s eye 
because it may be that you 
can’t fit into one concept all 
that is on the printed page. So 
allow yourself to see a bigger 
picture, a broader canvas    
That’s important because it 
tells us not to shrink God 
down so we can comprehend 
Him.  Too often, that is the 
human way and when we read 
the Apocalypse, we are 
reminded that God is bigger 
than our imagination and 
better than our best thought. 
 
The Apocalypse ends “May the 
Grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
you.  Amen”  When you read 
it, then, remember that your 
devotion is intended to be a 
blessing for you—and rejoice!   



We do a lot of things by habit.  
By routine.  Almost on auto-
pilot much of the time.   
 
We do a journey that we do 
frequently and sometimes 
cannot remember the actual 
travelling because our minds 
have been on something else 
because we haven’t needed to 
concentrate on it. 
 
This can be particularly the case 
in church, when worship and 
our common life follows a 
consistent pattern and we can 
just ‘tune out’ occasionally.   
 
We get to the end of a sermon 
and realize we haven’t actually 
listened to it, our mind has 
been wandering and so we 
don’t really know what the 
preacher actually said.  (Fr 
Dane’s note: Don’t worry, it 
often isn’t all that important....) 
 
When there is disruption to our 
routine, especially when we 
haven’t actually wanted or set 
up the disruption, it can be very 
uncomfortable: a jolt to our 
normal way where we don’t 
have to concentrate very hard—
or even at all!  This jolt can lead 
us to be very unhappy and 

during our unhappiness, and 
because of it, we can lose sight 
of blessings, good fortune, 
comforts and joys.   
 
It is firstly necessary when we 
are going through such times to 
tell ourselves what’s really 
important. 
 
To celebrate the Holy 
Communion in the Church, you 
need a validly ordained Priest, a 
plate with bread and a cup with 
wine.   
 
That’s all. 
 
Everything else helps us 
celebrate Jesus’ wonderful gift to 
us, but is an optional extra.   
 
When our favourite aspect of the 
Mass is missing, that doesn’t 
make the celebration invalid!  
(unless, of course, that aspect is 
bread, wine, cup, plate or priest.)   
 
As was set down in this 
Newsletter last month, the 
absence of a formal time after 
Mass to get together and chat is 
not the worst thing to be 
missing from our celebration.  It  
does mean we have to work 
much harder at making sure 



people know they’re loved by us, 
but it isn’t the be-all and end-
all.   
 
So, first: look at the essentials 
and be glad they’re still there. 
 
Next: reassure yourself that 
some things you like are not 
being ‘junked’ just because 
they’re not currently being done.   
They’ll return, in due time. 
 
The change of routine can make 
us fearful and angry because we 
feel powerless.   
 
When we move house, nothing 
is in the ’right’ place because 
our new house is a different 
shape, and we can’t fit certain 
things in certain places.  That 
doesn’t make the new house 
wrong, it makes the new house 
different.  We can get cross with 
ourselves for not marking up 
the box with tea-bags clearly 
enough and being cross with 
ourselves is almost worse than 
being upset with someone else!  
Offloading the blame feels so 
much better than having to take 
it ourselves.  The disruption we 
feel is huge but without even 
noticing it, we gradually adjust 
until our new place feels like 
home without us even knowing 
when exactly that happened.   
 
The same is true when we’re 
living through upheaval in 

church, we get used to things 
(even when sometimes we don’t 
actually want to) and then when 
they go back to ‘normal’ we’re as 
unsettled as we were in the first 
place!  We can even convince 
ourselves sometimes that it used 
to be done differently (because it 
feels so alien) and we’re quite 
wrong, it’s exactly as it was but 
our memory is misleading us. 
 
If this happens, we can calm 
thoughts and fears by knowing 
that it’s just the effect of being 
at the mercy of events.  If we 
can keep focussed on what’s 
truly important and concentrate 
our prayer on God’s blessings to 
us then we can come through it 
much more easily. 
 
Of course, it’s difficult to pray 
about our blessings if we’re not 
actually accepting we have any!  
So it’s key for us to carefully 
bring to mind the good things 
we have in our lives.  Like 
people and their acts of 
kindness (not necessarily to us, 
but kindness they have shown 
to others which inspire us,) also 
the gifts of life and love and 
laughter.  The gifts of our 
memories and stories.  The gifts 
of our talents.  Taking note of 
a l l  these things  and 
remembering them before God 
can help us see that our present 
circumstances are not so awful, 
we’d just rather they were gone!   



For several months now we have been plagued with 
difficulties with leaks in our water supply.  Because so much 
inside church is shut up, it’s been most obvious with regards 
to the outside tap.  Any trouble with the mains supply into 
church, that’s one of the first things to show the strain.  The 
leaks have so far been in the church and basement and 
sometimes the repairs have taken rather longer to bring about 
than we’d like and testing the system has required quite a lot 
of time.  We’ve hit upon a new problem in that the outside 
tap seems to get a supply for a short time and then gives up: 
as it’s fed from the mains, this is difficult to explain and 
therefore difficult to fix, but we’re trying! 
 
We’ve also had a repeat of problems to the sacristy roof  and 
have been quoted nearly £500 for fixing it.  Given that we’ve 
had the ceiling down once (last year) we don’t want a repeat.  
We’re hoping that the proposed fix will not only stop the 
problem we’ve got now but also sort it for the long term.   

Building Maintenance 

We have re-established our flowers sponsorships, so 
thank you to everyone who has signed up. 
 
Over the coming weeks, we will be restoring our other 
Mass-related sponsorships and aiming to do this with 
the same focus on keeping everybody safe as we’ve 
shown in the Mass.  So there might be some changes to 
the way we usually do things, and we might have to 
experiment a little and get some things wrong before 
we get them fully right, so please do bear with us!   



As expected, the report into child sexual abuse in the Church of 
England was scathing about our processes and the ways in which 
the institution reacted to the very real problems which so many 
encountered.  To bring about real cultural change and to create very 
high expectations is not easy and the Church has been set a 
challenge which it must not duck.  We at St Mary’s will need to 
play our part, in order to show that we take it seriously and are 
guarding against a repeat of the squalid and unnecessary failures of 
the past.   

Almighty Father, whose Son Jesus Christ, took bread and wine and 
told us to bless and share them in memory of him: be present with 
all who cannot gather to celebrate His Sacred Mystery and give to 
every follower of the Messiah the strength to live through adversity 
and the assurance of His presence with us all our days.  We ask this 

in the name of the same, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

A face-covering is required at 
Public Worship unless you are 
exempt, as defined by law.  It 
must be sealed above the nose, 
below the mouth and the sides.    
 

A visor may be worn by 
someone who is exempt but is 
not a substitute for a face-
covering for anyone who is not 
exempt.   

Face-coverings Compulsory  

for all Servces in Churches 



1 Arthur Wilson 
2 Derek Cockran,  

Claudette Gibson, 
 Sr Christina SSM 
3 Selina Nixon, Enid Warner, 
 Queenie Pitchley,  
 Olive Turner 
4 Beata Stretton 
5 Ethel Hewson,  

Eleanor Maslen, Doris Fidge 
6 William Chown,  

Millie Charter-Smith 
7 Katherine Smith 
8 Emily Blenkinsopp 
 Alexander Hatch, Mick Lilley 
9 June Whapshott 
10 Frances Neale, Nellie Grover 
11 Amy King, John Heath, 
 Gordon Ashby 
12 Stephen Jeffery,  

Margaret Lewis 
13 Mary Sanguine,  

Garden Duff, Pr 
William Mobbs 

14 Mary Ann Sanguine 
16 Elizabeth Sloper, Mary Carley, 
 Bertha Crawley,  
 Eardsley Stevenage 
17 Louisa Ralph, Arthur Allen 
18 Florence Woodward,  
 Henry Cruttenden,  

Harry Excell 
 Paul Wakelin, Pr 
19 Sidney Petty, Catherine Hutt, 
 Edith Walter, Arthur Rosser, 
 William Puplett 

20 Annie Lane, John Carter,  
 Phyllis Weston 
21 Richard Bartlett 
23 Ernest Palmer, Harry Rich 
 Mary Kitchener 
24 Hilda Preskett 
25 Richard Clarke, Betty Kirby 
26 George Carter, Ben Setterfield, 
 Mabel Thornitt-Smith,  
 May Rich, Afolabi Ogunbiyi 
27 Robert Scovell, Winifred Sage 
 Vanda Johnson, Frank Lewis 
28 Mona Hughes 
29 Bertie Reeves  

REST ETERNAL GRANT TO THEM,  
O LORD, AND LET LIGHT 

PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM. 
 

“May they rest in peace  
and rise in glory.” 

 

The Church of England is offering 
a limited funeral service, with a 

maximum number of 30 mourners 
or a service at a Crematorium in 
accordance with their regulations.   

 

Arrangements for Requiem Masses  
and memorial services in church  
with a larger number of mourners  

will be made once regulations permit. 

22nd October 
Johnny Newton 

St Mary’s Church & Churchyard 



No hirings at the moment but 
for full details of price, 
availability and facilities call 
Nicky on 07821 005632. We’re 
grateful to her for all she does. 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
SWANLEY 

is in the 

Diocese of  
Rochester 

the Archdeaconry of  
Rochester 

and the Deanery of  
Dartford 

 

 

The right to present a priest 
to be our Vicar when there is 

a vacancy is held by the 
parish patron, the Guild of 

Vicar 
Father Dane Batley-Gladden 

Saint Mary’s Vicarage,  
London Road,  

Swanley, BR8 7AQ. 
01322 662201 

vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Merrick  

(also PCC Vice Chair) 
 

Christine Parkes 
 

Hon Secretary  
Holly Attwood 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Sandra Merrick 

 
Hall Lettings 
Nicky Reeve  

 
Servers 

Kevin Merrick 
 

Organist 
Doug Blew 

 
Choir 

Ann Parkes 
 

Safeguarding Officer 

Toni Roast 
 

Weekly Mass Booklets 
Bob Jones 

There is no charge for Baptism.  
 

Here at S Mary’s we baptize 
those who live in our parish - 
and will even baptize those from 
outside with their parish priest’s 
permission. 



Sunday 
 

PANDEMIC PATTERN 
Sunday Masses must be  

pre-booked.  Weekday Masses  
do not usually need pre-booking. 
Sat, 4.30pm: Children’s 

Mass 
Sun, 11am: Mass 

Sun, 4.30pm: Mass 

No Mass 
 

Mass, 7pm 
 

Mass, 11.30am 
 

Mass, 10am 
 

Mass, 11am 
 

Mass, 10am 

Our website: 
www.swanleyparish.org.uk 

where you will find a lot of 
information, news & much more!   

 
To advertise in this newsletter  

please contact 
newsletter@swanleyparish.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church car 
park is available to 
those attending our 
church services. 

WE ARE COMPLETELY DEPENDENT 
ON YOUR GIVING.  ALTHOUGH 
SERVICES ARE LIMITED OUR BILLS 
GO ON IN FULL: water rates, 
electricity and gas all have a standing 
charge.  We still have to pay for our 
priest.  We still have to pay for the 
central church functions which are 
supporting us even now. 
 

Online, you can go to  
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-swanley  
to give by credit or debit card.  
 

All these allow you to enhance your 
donation with Gift Aid if you wish.  
 

To offer your usual donation by 
standing order or BACS please 
contact Fr Dane and he’ll arrange for 


