
 

Our website: 
www.swanleyparish.org.uk 

where you will find a lot of 
information, news & much more!   

 
To advertise in this newsletter  

please contact  
newsletter@ 

swanleyparish.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church car 
park is available to 
those attending our 
church services. 

WE ARE COMPLETELY 
DEPENDENT ON YOUR GIVING.  
Although services are returning to 
normal there are fewer people 
coming along.  Sadly, our bills are as 
sky-high as ever: electricity, gas, 
water rates etc.  On top of that we 
must still pay for our priest.   
 

Online, you can go to  
www.justgiving.com/stmarys-swanley  
to give by credit or debit card.  
You can enhance your donation 
with Gift Aid if you wish.  
 

To offer your usual donation by 
standing order or BACS please 
contact Fr Dane or Sandra Merrick 
and the appropriate form or 
information will be provided. 
 

Thank you for all you do.   

No Mass 
 

Mass, 7pm 
 

Mass, 11.30am 
 

Mass, 10am 
 

Mass, 11am 
 

Mass, 10am 

10am 
Parish Mass 

 

12 noon 
Holy Baptism 
(or at Mass) 

 

5pm 
Evening Prayer 



Church Car Park Closed All Day 

 

7 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass, 10am 
 
Weekday Masses are at their usual times.   

 

14 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass, 9.30am 
     REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

  
Weekday Masses are at their usual times.   

21 CHRIST THE KING Mass, 10am 
  
Weekday Masses are at their usual times.   

ASTER FRIDAY Ma 

28 First Sunday in Advent Mass, 10am 
  
Weekday Masses are at their usual times.   

 

November 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews said:  
“With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us,  

we, too, then, should throw off everything that hinders us,  
especially the sin that clings so easily,  

and keep running steadily in the race we have started.”   
 

This image, of our being accompanied not merely by God but by a crowd 
of Christians who wish us well, pray for us and lead by example, is hugely 
powerful as we live out the commands of Jesus in the Gospels. 

 

The icon on the front of this Newsletter shows a small group of this great 
cloud, worshipping God and gathered around Him, benefitting from His 
warmth and light and love.  This sense, that the Church is a community, 
lies at the heart of our faith.  As we celebrate All Saints and All Souls, we 
are reminded that we are saved by Christ, in fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters, to be with God for all eternity.   

No hirings for the foreseeable 
future.   

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
SWANLEY 

Diocese of  
Rochester 

the Archdeaconry of  
Rochester 

and the Deanery of  
Dartford 

 

 

The right to present a priest 
to be our Vicar when there is 

a vacancy is held by the 
parish patron, the Guild of 

All Souls. 

Vicar 
Father Dane Batley-Gladden 

Saint Mary’s Vicarage,  
London Road,  

Swanley, BR8 7AQ. 

01322 662201 
vicar@swanleyparish.org.uk 

 

Churchwardens 
Kevin Merrick  

(also PCC Vice Chair) 
 

Christine Parkes 
 

Hon Secretary  
Holly Attwood 

 

Hon Treasurer 
Sandra Merrick 

 

Hall Lettings 
None at present 

 

Servers 
Kevin Merrick 

 

Organist 
Doug Blew 

 

Choir 
Ann Parkes 

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Toni Roast 
 

Weekly Mass Booklets 
Bob Jones 

There is no charge for Baptism.  
 

Here at S Mary’s we baptize 
those who live in our parish - 
and will even baptize those from 
outside with their parish priest’s 
permission. 



1 Arthur Wilson 
2 Derek Cockran,  
 Sr Christina SSM,  
 Claudette Gibson, 
3 Selina Nixon, Olive Turner,  
 Queenie Pitchley, Enid Warner 
4 Beata Stretton 
5 Ethel Hewson, Eleanor Maslen, 
 Doris Fidge 
6 William Chown,  

Millie Charter-Smith 
7 Katherine Smith 
8 Emily Blenkinsopp, 
 Alexander Hatch, Mick Lilley 
9 June Whapshott 
10 Frances Neale, Nellie Grover 
11 Amy King, John Heath,  
 Gordon Ashby 
12 Stephen Jeffery, Margaret Lewis 
13 Mary Sanguine, Garden Duff, Pr 
 William Mobbs 
14 Mary Ann Sanguine 
16 Elizabeth Sloper, Mary Carley,  
 Bertha Crawley, John Voller 
 Eardsley Stevenage 
17 Louisa Ralph, Arthur Allen 
18 Florence Woodward,  

Harry Excell, Henry Cruttenden, 
 Paul Wakelin, Pr 
19 Sidney Petty, Catherine Hutt,  
 Edith Walter, Arthur Rosser, 

William Puplett 
20 Annie Lane, John Carter,  
 Phyllis Weston 
21 Richard Bartlett 
23 Ernest Palmer, Mary Kitchener,  
 Harry Rich 
24 Hilda Preskett 
25 Richard Clarke, Betty Kirby 
26 George Carter, Ben Setterfield,  
 Mabel Thornitt-Smith, May Rich, 
 Afolabi Ogunbiyi 

Rest eternal  
grant to them, O Lord,  
and let light perpetual 

shine upon them. 
 

“May they  
rest in peace  

and rise in glory.” 

7th October 
Madeline Page 

St Mary’s Church & Churchyard 

16th October 
Freda Lees 

 

23rd October 
Nigel Ashby 

 

24th October 
Roy Fabri 

 

30th October 
David Willson 
Leslie Willson 

 

David Matthews 
 

Evelyn Warrington 

27 Robert Scovell, Winifred Sage, 
 Vanda Johnson, Frank Lewis 
28 Mona Hughes 
29 Bertie Reeves  

On All Saints Day, we celebrate those 
who already rejoicing in the gift of 
eternal life in the very presence of God  
and celebrate, too, that they can pray 
for us.  On All Souls Day, we pray for 
those whose journey towards the 
throne of God’s grace is underway, 
having passed through the gate of 
earthly death. 
 
We shall celebrate a said Mass at 12 
noon on Tuesday 2nd November and 

remember at that Mass all those who are on our anniversaries of 
death list which is printed each week in the Mass Book and each 
month at the back of this Newsletter.  At the 7.30pm Mass in the 
evening we shall pray for all whose funerals we have taken in the 
past year.  At both Masses we shall pray for those commended to us 
by family or friends.   

LEST WE FORGET 
Lest we forget.... the lives lost, the waste of precious life; 

Lest we forget.... those who return from conflict damaged; 
Lest we forget.... the cost of war. 

 

To ensure a proper remembering of the departed, an honouring 
of all who have served and a proper sense of the cost of war, the 
Royal British Legion, as custodian of Remembrance, invites our 
nation to remember and pray.   
We shall remember them on Sunday 14th November.   

This year, All Saints Day was observed on 31st October: that’s because 
if a Solemnity (the highest grade of celebration in the Church) falls on 
a Saturday or Monday in Ordinary Time then it is transferred to the 
Sunday so that the maximum number of people can be involved in its 
celebration.  So, whereas normally we’d be looking to celebrate All 
Saints on the day before All Souls, in fact this year it’s two days before.  
But don’t worry!  We’re still celebrating our wonderful salvation in 
Christ, still rejoicing in our fellowship with those already in God’s 
presence and still looking forward to finding our home with God.   



Those who remember Jim and 
Pauline Tuhey will be 
interested to know they have 
relocated to Poole on the south 
coast: we wish them many 
happy years there. 
 

The Diocese of Rochester has 
announced that the Bishop of 
Tonbridge has appointed the 
Reverend Sharon Copestake, 
presently vicar of St Francis 
Strood, to be the next 
Archdeacon of Tonbridge, in 
succession to the Venerable 
Julie Conalty who has been 
made Bishop of Birkenhead.  
The Archdeacon of Bromley & 
Bexley, who will retire at the 
end of February, will not be 
replaced until the new Bishop of 
Rochester is installed.   
 

Although no doubt frustrated by 
her inability to kick anyone,  we 
are hoping that the knitting 
together of bones and the 
enforced rest is helping Elaine 
Fitzsimons to continue her 
recovery.  We look forward to 
having her back among us. 
 

Nicky and Matt Reeve had a 
lovely holiday to Turkey in 
October, although seeing the 
effect of recent fires there was 
clearly a salutary experience.  
The warmth of the welcome 
from family and friends out 

there was also present, though, 
and we hope they’ll continue to 
feel the benefit of their time 
away for a while yet!   
 

Still on the theme of holiday: Fr 
Dane would like to thank 
everyone who looked after 
things and ensured he could 
have a good break in October.  
Although, like a rubber ball, he 
did come bouncing back for the 
weekends, he had a relaxing 
time for the weekdays and is 
much refreshed as a result.   
 

Nigel & Karen Conolly 
celebrated 25 years of marriage 
on 26th October and although 
they were not on their 
Caribbean cruise as they had 
planned, in October they 
embarked upon a rather 
different adventure: the arrival 
of Bentley, a new doggy member 
of the family.  Daughter 
Danielle did come and visit 
during the month but was 
carefully searched as she left to 
make sure she wasn’t spiriting 
him away!  
Obviously, she 
could have 
been easily 
tempted 
because, as you 
can see from 
this Facebook 
picture, he’s adorable! 

A ‘Problem’ 
Henry wanted to ensure that 
very powerful bishops could 
not make life difficult either 
for him or (perhaps to a 
lesser extend) for his 
subjects. Any attempt to 
oppose or direct them was 
met by an appeal to the Pope 
in Rome—who would (as 
Henry saw it) be more likely 
to back the cleric than the 
community or even the King. 
 
So one of the first acts in the 
English Reformation was to 
stop appeals to the Pope.  In 
1533, an Act was passed 
which prevented any English 
subjects—be they bishop or 
ordinary person—appealing 
to Rome.  It was billed as 
stopping a foreign power 
intervening in Henry’s 
Realm.  Partly it was to 
ensure Henry’s divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon would be 
sorted without challenge but 
it was also designed to send a 
warning signal to the Pope: 
‘there’s more where this came 
from!’ and so the 
Reformation was underway.   
 
Change Really Begins 
Now that no-one could, as 
Henry saw it, go over his 
head, the process of the 
Reformation and its changes 

multiplied: one example was 
a set of rights for the 
incumbent (the vicar or 
rector of a parish.)  Upon 
appointment, he received the 
freehold—that is he would 
own—the church building 
and his house.  The big power 
which a bishop then had was 
restricted to appointing the 
incumbent, after that he had 
very little power: he could ask 
or try to persuade but he 
could not order a parish 
priest to do something unless 
it was required by law.  
Parish priests were not 
creatures of the bishop, but 
had rights to assess the 
parish’s needs and meet 
them, even where their view 
was very different from that 
of the bishop.  It can be 
difficult for those used to a 
secular model of manage-
ment to accept such indepen-
dence.   But the Church isn’t 
meant to be a company or a 
democracy, but a community. 
 
The parish is important: but 
it can only flourish when 
people want what it offers.    
So they must first know what 
that is!  We must make sure 
Swanley people know who we 
are, why we are here and that 
we are seeking to serve them 
and their needs.   



Last month, a brief history of how the parish system has 
developed considered the development of the parish system.  
Against the backdrop of falling attendances and a dip in the 
number of people exploring the Christian faith, the Church is 
having to react in unfamiliar 
ways to the challenge posed 
to us. 
 
We should not, however, 
assume that this is anything 
new!  In two thousand years, 
Christianity has been back 
and forth across the whole 
range of human reactions to 
faith. When there is war or 
any other major uncertainty, 
a group is always drawn to 
the stability of faith whereas 
in peace people often feel no 
need of God nor of their duty 
to others.  In some countries, 
there is no religious freedom, 
the state decides what will be 
available as the leaders 
attempt to define the 
community of the nation in a 
fixed way, to show it’s very 
different from others—
absolutely unique in fact.   

Historical Comfort 
We are at one point in the 
religious cycle but this is not 
the worst position for the 
Church to be in, nor will it 
last for ever.  There have 
been massive upheavals in 
the past!   
 
We could take the 
Reformation as an example: 
one view is that Henry VIII 
wanted a big umbrella so 
Christians of all types would 
be accommodated under it—
in other words there would 
be room for all shades of 
opinion, as long as everyone 
looked to the King as 
supreme judge of religious 
matters.  He would be 
advised by the Great and the 
Good, but of course he 
wanted the ultimate 
responsibility to be his.   



To celebrate 70 years of the Queen’s reign, 
communities across the nation are being 
encouraged to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.”   
 

Father Dane has applied to the Woodland Trust 
for an Urban Sapling Pack, comprising mixed 
hedging and trees, hoping that they will make a 
grant to us which we can plant in the churchyard 
on a suitable Sunday next year.   

 

There are commemorative 
plaques available which record 
the planting, these are around 
£200 and if anyone would like 
to offer or contribute to this, 
then please speak to Father 
Dane.  It would be good to 
record that we have taken part 
in this international effort to 
recognize and pay tribute to the 
Queen’s service of our nation 
and the Commonwealth over 
such a long period. 
 
Sevenoaks Council have planted 
an oak tree in Cherry Avenue 
here in Swanley as part of this 
effort and two more oaks in 
Edenbridge and Sevenoaks.  
Swanley Town Council have 
committed in their Local Plan to 
planting 2,500 trees in the 
town, not necessarily and 

wholly part of the Jubilee but to 
run alongside it and across the 
decade and the whole town area 
from 2020 to 2030.   
 
Trees should be planted 
between October-March and so 
if we receive a grant of trees we 
will aim either to plant in either 
March or October 2022, 
depending on when we actually 
receive the pack.   
 
There will be other celebrations 
throughout the year that we will 
aim either to plan or support.  
More information will be 
available, probably from the 
Spring, as we hope we shall 
continue to emerge from Covid 
and begin social events once 
again.  For now, at least we can 
look forward to the planting!   

Our Mission Partnership friends 
at The Annunciation 
Chislehurst celebrated their 
150th anniversary in 2020.   
 
Only they didn’t. 
 
Covid put a stop to all that 
malarkey!   
 
So, they transferred a lot of 
their plans to 2021 and have 
had a number of events across 
the year.  We wish them all the 

best for the next 150 years and 
pray that the last eighteen 
months may be the strangest in 
their history and that all is plain 
sailing from now on. 
 
Father Paul Farthing, the 
Annunciation’s vicar, hosted 
Safeguarding Training there in 
October and thanks to his hard 
work, we will be considering a 
similar event here for those who 
find the online training difficult 
to access.   

 

St John Lateran is the oldest public church in Rome.  It houses the 
cathedra of the Bishop of the Rome, the Pope, and is thus the 
central church of Italy and—by extension of the Pope’s universal 
ministry—of the world. 
 

A Feast of Dedication is a celebration of the marriage between 
Christ and His church because it recalls that somewhere has been 
made holy, set apart, for the praise and worship of almighty God.  It 
is therefore united with the purpose of Christ, which is to witness to 
the love and salvation which flows from the Father. 
 

So, when we celebrate the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica on 9th 
November each year, we reminding ourselves of God’s unchanging 
love, we are also remembering there was a time when it wasn’t safe 
for Christians to worship publicly and we are dedicating ourselves, 
as faithful Christians, to the work of God.  Around the Basilica are 
statues of all the apostles and our church is apostolic, that is, sent 
out to proclaim Christ.  May we be apostles to our world today, 
taking love to all whom we meet and enabling them to flourish.   



 

A face-covering is expected at Public Worship unless you are 
exempt.   
 

A face-covering, or mask, must be sealed above the nose, below the 
mouth and the sides.  
 

A visor may be worn by someone who is exempt but is not a 
substitute for a face-covering for anyone who is not exempt.   

Face-coverings are Expected 
for all Services in Churches 
They are mandatory for all who 
wis h  to  s in g  a t  S t  Ma r y ’ s 

There are still some people who 
don’t see the point of 
Safeguarding: believing that it 
has been imposed on parishes 
who should be standing up for 
themselves and refusing to have 
anything to do with it. 
 
This is a problem.   
 
Faith groups, across the world 
and across our country, have 
failed the very people we are 

supposed to protect and 
nurture.  There has been a 
shocking level of abuse of young 
people and vulnerable adults.  
The responses to terrible issues 
of abuse have been too weak 
and have focussed on the 
protection of the institution.  
We should be ashamed.  The 
new Safeguarding processes are 
there because we failed.  They 
are there to show we have 
learned lessons and changed.   

We’re into the last month of 
flowers before their Advent rest: 
we go without decorations at the 
altars through Advent and Lent 
so that the contrast for 
Christmas and Easter is all the 
greater for our prior restraint. 
 
The flower ladies, however, 
continue to beaver away behind 
the scenes, doing all kinds of 
good works.  If you would like to 
support them please offer your 
donation to Joyce or Chrissie or 
to Sandra, our treasurer.   

 

All are welcome to join the 100 
Club: you pay £1 a week and 
each month three lucky numbers 
are drawn: the first wins £70, 
the second £40 and the third 
£20.  The draws are done on the 
first Sunday of the month and 
you have to be up to date to be in 
that month’s draw.  It supports 
the church and it’s a lot of fun if 
you win!  If you’d like to know 
more, you can talk to Sandra 
Merrick.   

The Parochial Church Council (PCC)  
will meet on 

 Wednesday 8th December 2021 
Wednesday 13th February 2022 

at 7.30pm  



In this series for 2021, we’re 
examining ways in which we 
can show our love for our 
neighbours.   
 
Our Scriptural focuses are: 
 

Listen without interrupting 
Proverbs 18:13 
 

Speak without accusing 
James 1:19-20 
 

Give without sparing 
Proverbs 21:26 
 

Pray without ceasing 
Colossians 1:9 
 

Answer without arguing 
Proverbs 17:1 
 

Share without pretending 
Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

Enjoy without complaint 
Philippians 2:14 
 

Trust without wavering 
1 Corinthians 13:7 
 

Forgive without punishing 
Colossians 3:12-13 
 

Promise without forgetting 
Proverbs 13:12  
 

Proverbs 13: 12 

“
12

  Hope deferred makes the heart 

sick, desire fulfilled is a tree of life. ” 

 
Anyone who is constantly 
promising but never delivering, 
or constantly threatening but 
never carrying out their threat 
cannot be trusted.  To leave 
someone always hoping or 

fearing is a form of torture and 
the Church should be careful to 
make sure that its message of 
hope isn’t able to be mis-
represented as either promising 
or threatening without 
completing.   
 

There is, of course, a fine line to 
be walked here: actions have 
consequences, sinful actions 
place us out of alignment, 
separated from God not because 
of His actions or preferences but 
ours!  It is we who move away 
from Him and that separation is 
utterly certain when we reject 
the good and loving way He 
shows us that we need to follow.   
 

So we should be unhappy with 
ourselves when we behave in a 
way which results in that 
dislocation from the Father’s 

presence, a presence for which 
we should yearn.   
 

Warning ourselves and others of 
the consequences of sin is not 
threatening without delivery 
because the cost of sin in 
fractured relationships and a 
lack of care and love around us 
can be seen all too clearly. 
 

Equally, though, we must be 
careful not to suggest that we 
will never face a crisis or 
disappointment if we are a 
Christian or that, if we do, we 
must somehow be ‘Bad’. 
 

Life has a habit of throwing all 
kinds of things at us and 
sometimes what we want isn’t 
what is best for the community 
of which we’re a part or the 
family and friends who surround 

us.  Prayer is not a shopping list 
for God to sort, it is an opening 
of ourselves to His will.  Instead 
of hoping that Jesus will grant 
us wishes, we should be asking 
for Him to inhabit us, to dwell 
in us so that we can discern His 
will and wish as we face the 
rough and tumble of everyday 
life.   
 
The promise of  an eternity in 
God’s presence is not a mirage, 
held out in front of people who 
can never achieve it: through 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
upon the Cross it is the hope 
which can sustain us through 
our darkest times. 
 
When we say “rest in peace” for 
others, that is also a wish that 
we should one day ourselves lay 
down and be utterly contented 
in our hearts, that we have loved 
according to the example of 
Christ and that we have been 
tender and merciful in the same 
way as we are hoping and 
expecting that God will extend 
His mercy and tenderness 
towards us. 
 
To know this freedom from 
worry, to have in our hearts the 
promise of life eternal, should 
inspire us to ensure that we 
keep the promises we make to 
God and to our neighbour.  it 
should help us avoid threats and 
the abuse of power.  It should 
help us love with joy for all that 
is to come in our eternal reward.   


